
  

Year 5 & 6 Reading Recommendations 

We love reading at St Christopher’s, so we tried to put togeth-
er a list of books that we think you might enjoy. With mystery 
books, adventure stories, myths and legends, biographies, 
graphic novels, funny stories and fantasy reading, there should 
be a genre for everyone.  



 

Indiana Bones by Harry Heape 
Indiana Bones is a dog with superpowers and can sniff out 
criminals and - with his young friend and owner Aisha - solve 
mysteries that would flummox the world's more expert detec-
tives! In their first case, they are on the trail of treasure hidden 
centuries ago by a legendary knight known as The Lonely 
Avenger, an adventure which takes them all the way to Egypt 
and the pyramids. 

The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith 
A little girl who desperately wants a dog introduces an imagi-
nary Great Dane called Henry into her home. Her wish comes 
true when she is allowed a real Henry. Was neighbour Mrs 
Garrow, with her cackling laugh and black cat, responsible for 
her wish coming true? 

Malamander by Thomas Taylor 
Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that 
returning lost things to their rightful owners is not easy – especially when 
the lost thing is not a thing at all, but a girl. No one knows what happened 
to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, and when she engages Herbie 
to help her find them, the pair discover that their disappearance might have 
something to do with the legendary sea-monster, the Malamander. Eerie-
on-Sea has always been a mysteriously chilling place, where strange sto-
ries seem to wash up. And it just got stranger… 

Coming to England by Floella Benjamin 

This is the incredible autobiographical story of Floella's journey from 
Trinidad to London, as part of the Windrush generation, to the House of 
Lords. This inspirational story is a powerful reminder of how courage 
and determination can overcome adversity. 

Year 5 and 6 

Beetle Boy by M.G. Leonard 
Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect drops out of the 
trouser leg of his horrible new neighbour. It's a giant beetle – and it 
seems to want to communicate. 

But how can a boy be friends with a beetle? And what does a bee-
tle have to do with the disappearance of his dad and the arrival of 
Lucretia Cutter, with her taste for creepy jewellery? 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr  
Judith Kerr wrote When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit fifty years ago, based 
on her own journey, so that her own children would know where she 
came from and the lengths to which her parents went to keep her and 
her brother safe. It has gone on to become a beloved classic that is re-
quired reading for many children all over the world and is an unforgetta-
ble introduction to the real-life impact of the Second World War 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Heape/e/B087V5NJN2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dick-King-Smith/e/B000AP91NC/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Thomas-Taylor/e/B001HCX7XW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Baroness-Floella-Benjamin/e/B09V5RQ4TV/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/M-G-Leonard/e/B01F03WBR6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Judith-Kerr/e/B000APBI6K/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 

Scribbleboy by Philip Ridley 
Bailey arrives in a new neighbourhood with his extraordinary family. He has 
no friends but receives a mysterious invitation to join the Scribbleboy Fan 
Club. The one and only founder member is Ziggy Fuzz. His vital mission is to 
spread the word about Scribbleboy and his amazing scribbles which years 
ago transformed the gloomy grey concrete of the neighbourhood. Swept 
along in plans to discover the identity of the mythical artist, Bailey carries on 
his work so the scribbles start again and eventually he discovers the scrib-

A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson 
A Boy Called Hope is a moving story about a boy's search for 
his dad. Dan is a funny and likeable boy who tackles the ques-
tions he has in his life head on. His determination to find an-
swers is inspiring and will make the reader laugh as well as cry. 

The Girl of Ink and Starsby Kiran Millwood Hargrave  
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her 
cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volun-
teers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled 
wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire de-
mon is stirring from its sleep. 
Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers 
the true end of her journey: to save the island itself. 

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
Parvana's father is arrested and taken away by Taliban soldiers. Under  
Taliban law, women and girls are not allowed to leave the house on their 
own. Parvana, her mother, and sisters are prisoners in their own home.  
With no man to go out to buy food, they face starvation. Forbidden to earn 
money as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy, and become the 
breadwinner to save her family. It is a dangerous plan, but their only chance. 
In fear, she goes out, and witnesses the horror of landmines, the brutality  
of the Taliban, and the desperation of a country trying to survive. But even  
in despair lies hope . . .  
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The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell  
Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house 
full of food and fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a 
pack of wolves. Feodora's mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder 
in training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: it is a person 
who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to run, 
and to be wary of humans. 
When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her very exist-
ence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story 
of revolution and adventure, about standing up for the things you love and 
fighting back. And, of course, wolves. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Philip+Ridley&text=Philip+Ridley&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lara-Williamson/e/B00H6UG1H8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kiran-Millwood-Hargrave/e/B01HRSOZSU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Deborah-Ellis/e/B001HPCA6O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Katherine-Rundell/e/B00QN3VAFW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

