
Welcome to Year 1
Supporting your child’s learning.



We will be discussing..

► The Year 1 Team

►What to expect in Year 1

►The Year 1 curriculum

►Homework

►Reading Levels & Assessment

►Questions and Answers



The Year 1 Team

Miss Heselwood Miss Johns



Timetables will be available in planners.

1H and 1J have different timings but the same lessons.



What to expect in Year 1

►The routine will be different to what they were used to in 

Reception so may take some time to get used to. 

►The children will be very tired for the first few weeks!

►We will be helping the children to build on their 

independence, and begin to manage some daily routines by 

themselves.

►We have a broad and rich curriculum, which will inspire 

your child to develop a further love of learning.

►Please make sure all uniform/bottles/belongings are 

named! 



Behaviour and Expectations

Our behaviour policy is based on positive reinforcement:

❖ Core Values – Character values

❖ Class charters – created with children and displayed in classes

❖ Rewards – Merits (personal), Character counters (towards their house), 

stickers, star of the week, Headteacher sticker, secret letters home.

❖ Behaviour – High expectations of behaviour, recognising pupils must set 

an example for those younger than themselves.

❖ Developing Resilience: to begin to deal with any minor friendship 

issues/disagreements on their own before intervention. Developing 

resilience and independence is the key!



Merits

At St Christopher’s The Hall, our merit system emphasises fluidity between classes and 

the ability to reward children anytime, anywhere. Our focus is on recognising and 

praising individual effort in the moment, fostering a culture of immediate positive 

reinforcement which matches our school ethos of personal pastoral growth. 

With the implementation of ClassDojo, merits can be awarded seamlessly across the 

entire school. This system empowers all staff to acknowledge and reward students for 

their hard work and achievements, regardless of location. 



Dismissal Lists

We are always looking for ways to send fewer printouts home and so the school will now 

be transitioning to using Google Forms exclusively for dismissal lists. 

You will be sent a link with some simple questions about where your child will be going at 

the end of each day and who will be picking them up. You will also be asked to choose a 

password for your child, should someone else need to collect them on the day.

With our staff iPads, this means we can check the dismissal list on the move and will 

make it so any covering staff member can safely dismiss your child. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR CHILD'S DISMISSAL FORM ASAP.



Creating a positive classroom environment for teachers 
and pupils:

• Clear class rules and high expectations

• A Positive Growth Mindset

• Positivity

• Communication

• Trust

• Respect

• Teamwork

• Kindness

• All children to follow our CHARACTER VALUES





English and Maths

► English - We use the Power 
of Reading scheme of work. 
It is designed to ensure that 
children experience a range 
of quality children’s books as 
part of whole class teaching.

► Phonics - We use the highly 
successful Read, Write, Inc 

where children are placed in 
the group they wull progress 

fastest. 

► Maths

► We use White Rose and 
other resources.

► This Term:

► Counting/Comparing numbers

► Addition & Subtraction

► Fact Families

► 3D & 2D shapes

► Problem Solving



Overview

Can be found on 

the website

https://www.stc

hristophersthehal

l.org.uk/parents/

https://www.stchristophersthehall.org.uk/parents/


Autumn Term

• Seasonal change, learning about 

countries, continents and oceans

• Toys from the Past workshop + 

Visit to Godstone Farm

• Revisiting fundamentals (letter 

formation, phonics sounds)



• Research significant figures in 

history such as Florence 

Nightingale and Felicity Ashton

• Leeds Castle trip + Workshop

• Increasing writing stamina and 

working on developing 

independent writing.

Spring Term



• Focus on royal family, knights, 

castles and medieval history.

• Trip to London Zoo. Also a 

Workshop.

• Independent writing will be 

expected, preparing for Year 2.

Summer Term



Across the school we are promoting STEM so that Science will incorporate 

as much Maths and Technology as we can fit in, eg using ipads for 

research, taking photos and videos of work.

We will begin our Science learning with a topic on Animals, including 

Humans.



Homework and reading books

New reading books 

provided on Tuesday and 

Friday.

There will be a weekly 

visit to the library. Please 

make sure books are 

returned so that they can 

be changed.

It is crucial that your child reads with you every 

day. We recommend this to be about fifteen 

minutes. 

Please do not rush through the books. Re-visit the 

books, firstly discussing the sounds, shared read 

with your child, allow them to read to you 

independently and make sure you spend lots of 

time discussing the book, making sure your child 

can answer questions about the book. There are 

some examples of these at the back of the book.

PLEASE MAKE COMMENTS ON READING IN YOUR 

CHILD'S PLANNER.

There will be a weekly spelling task sent home.

There may be an occasional Maths game when 

relevant.



The reading levels used at school are designed to help us 

assess reading skills and means we can control what 

sounds the children are exposed to/what content they are 

exposed to.

This does not mean that they can’t read other books if 
they want to! There is a reading list for each year on the 

website.

Reading Levels & Assessment



Reading Levels & Assessment

When assessing your child's reading level, we consider the 

following:

• Are they able to decode all of the sounds in the books 

we are giving out?

• Are they able to comprehend everything they are 

reading?

• Are they reading at a consistent pace for their current 

level?





What your child needs.

►Reading book and planner, folder and 

bookbag – everyday!

►Water bottle and a healthy snack - please 

keep it healthy and nut free.



Communication

► Communication between parents and staff is the key to enabling your children 
to get the best from their time at school.

► Please use the planner to write notes to us; we read these every morning. 
Tell your child if they need to draw our attention to it.

► Speak to us briefly at the gate after school. 

► Email is the easiest form of communication but please be mindful we are in 
class much of the day so may not pick up your emails instantly. 

► WhatsApp Groups – can be useful, please be wary of these too. Please come 
directly to us if you have any questions. 

► Trust – please trust us! We always have your child’s best interests at the 
forefront of our minds. Please also support us in preparing your child to be 
independent and able to problem-solve without always needing the support of 
an adult. 



Communication continued…..
►Please see the school website for a calendar of events, term dates etc. Username: 

parent@stchristophersthehall.org.uk

►password for the parents’ area of the website is:

Hall24  - This will be changing soon!

► Parent Partnership - academic and pastoral - throughout the year. Please come to these; 

they are very informative.

mailto:parent@stchristophersthehall.org.uk


St Christopher’s The Hall 

❖ We look forward to having a successful, fun 
and productive year with your children.

❖ Social Media – Don’t forget to follow us at 
@stchristhehall on Instagram, as well as 

@stchristhehallsport to get all the inside info 
from school life.

❖ Planned absence: please email the Head to 
request permission: 

headspa@stchristophersthehall.org.uk


